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Ways to realize the transformation and upgrading of urban economy and ensure
the sustainable development of the city have become the primary issue facing the
current urban development.
Under the impetus of knowledge management movement, western scholars
examined the practical problems in urban development from a new perspective,
studied the knowledge-based development in cities from the perspective of
knowledge and sustainable development, and put forward the concept of
“knowledge city” [1] (Fig. 1).

“Knowledge city” is a city that strategically carries out a purposeful mission to
encourage knowledge cultivation, technological innovation, scientific research and
enhance creativity in the process of knowledge economy and social development [2].
It aims to make full use of and tap the existing economic, social and cultural resources
of the city, through the urban development strategy that encourages knowledge
cultivation, technological innovation, scientific research and creativity, put
“knowledge” at the core of urban planning and economic development [3] (Fig. 2).

Learning from the development experience of global successful “knowledge
cities”, Chinese city managers should attach great importance to knowledge
management, promote knowledge innovation, cultivation and utilization, (Fig. 3),
which has a positive role in promoting the sustainable development of Chinese
cities and the transformation and upgrading of cities.

CONCLUSION
In the current era of knowledge economy, China has entered the fast lane of
urbanization, in order to effectively introduce knowledge management, it is
necessary to establish a set of knowledge management evaluation and
monitoring system in line with its own urban characteristics.

REFERENCES 
[1] Israilidis, J., Odusanya, K., & Mazhar, M. U. (2021). Exploring knowledge management
perspectives in smart city research: A review and future research agenda. International Journal of
Information Management, 5(6), 101-120.
[2] López-Ruiz, V. R., Alfaro-Navarro, J. L., & Nevado-Peña, D. (2019). Knowledge-city index
construction: An intellectual capital perspective. Expert systems with applications, 41(12), 5560-5572.
[3] Musterd, S. (2018). Amsterdam as a creative cultural knowledge city: Some conditions. Built
Environment, 30(3), 225-234.
[4] Musterd, S., & Gritsai, O. (2019). The creative knowledge city in Europe: Structural conditions and
urban policy strategies for competitive cities. European Urban and Regional Studies, 20(3), 343-359.
[5] Gargiulo Morelli, V., Weijnen, M., Van Bueren, E., Wenzel, I., De Reuver, M., & Salvati, L. (2020).
Towards intelligently-sustainable cities? From intelligent and knowledge city programmes to the
achievement of urban sustainability. TeMA Journal of Land Use, Mobility and Environment, 6(1), 73-
86.
[6] Zhao, P. (2020). Building knowledge city in transformation era: Knowledge‐based urban
development in Beijing in the context of globalisation and decentralisation. Asia Pacific Viewpoint,
51(1), 73-90.
[7] Frantzeskaki, N., & Kabisch, N. (2019). Designing a knowledge co-production operating space for
urban environmental governance—Lessons from Rotterdam, Netherlands and Berlin, Germany.
Environmental Science & Policy, 6(2), 90-98.
[8] Clifton, N., & Cooke, P. (2019). Creative knowledge workers and location in Europe and North
America: a comparative review. Creative Industries Journal, 2(1), 73-89.

Figure 1 – “Knowledge City” concept driving forces
Source: authors’ development based on [1]

Figure 2 – “Knowledge City” concept core elements
Source: authors’ development based on [2-5]

Figure 3 – Ways to promote urban knowledge management in China
Source: authors’ development based on [6-8]
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